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Madam Speaker, I want to invite ev-

eryone in this House to join together in 
helping good people like Shad and 
Michelle Hallihan. Let us do it. Let us 
eliminate the marriage tax penalty. 
Let us do it in a bipartisan way. I hope 
this time the President will sign it into 
law.

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Eternal God, source of all authority 
under the heavens, and true Spirit who 
governs the world, renew us in Your 
image and make us a holy Nation. 

Help young and old alike to comply 
to the laws of this land and offer re-
spect to all who hold positions of right-
ful authority. 

May Your Spirit stir in each human 
heart a gracious freedom that chooses 
to obey. May people everywhere em-
brace laws which assure good order and 
protect the life and liberty of all. 

Give all lawmakers, this day, pru-
dence and wisdom so that citizens may 
see Your holy will in true governance, 
both in good times and in bad times. 
For You live and govern now and for-
ever. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Oregon (Mr. WALDEN) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WALDEN of Oregon led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-

nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives.

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 30, 2000. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted to Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
June 30, 2000 at 1:25 p.m. 

S. 148: That the Senate Agreed to House 
amendment. 

H.R. 4425: That the Senate Agreed to con-
ference report. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the Speaker 
signed the following enrolled bill on 
Friday, June 30, 2000: 

H.R. 4425, making appropriations for 
military construction, family housing, 
and base realignment and closure for 
the Department of Defense for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2001, and 
for other purposes. 

And the Speaker pro tempore signed 
the following enrolled bill on Tuesday, 
July 4, 2000: 

S. 148, to require the Secretary of the 
Interior to establish a program to pro-
vide assistance in the conservation of 
neotropical migratory birds. 

f 

APPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN BICENTEN-
NIAL COMMISSION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to Section 5(a) of the Abraham Lin-
coln Bicentennial Commission Act (36 
U.S.C. 101 note) and the order of the 
House of Thursday, June 29, 2000, the 
Speaker on Friday, June 30, 2000, ap-
pointed the following member on the 
part of the House to the Abraham Lin-
coln Bicentennial Commission to fill 
the existing vacancy thereon: 

Ms. Lura Lynn Ryan, Kankakee, Illi-
nois. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM CHAIRMAN 
OF COMMITTEE ON TRANSPOR-
TATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the chairman of the 
Committee on Transportation and In-
frastructure, which was read and, with-
out objection, referred to the Com-
mittee on Appropriations:

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION 
AND INFRASTRUCTURE, 

Washington, DC, June 27, 2000. 
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Enclosed please find 
copies of resolutions approved by the Com-
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
on June 21, 2000, in accordance with 40 U.S.C. 
§ 606. 

With warm regards, I remain 
Sincerely, 

BUD SHUSTER, 
Chairman.

There was no objection. 
f 

GAS PRICES SKYROCKET BECAUSE 
OF ADMINISTRATION 

(Mr. GIBBONS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GIBBONS. Madam Speaker, 
every American with a car cannot help 
but notice how gas prices are sky-
rocketing out of control. Before sum-
mer began, the Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration released a report showing that 
Americans could be paying as much as 
$1.80 a gallon for gas by this summer. 

But, lo and behold, the Clinton Ad-
ministration is no better at predicting 
gas prices than they are at protecting 
our Nation’s most classified nuclear se-
crets. In many Midwest and Western 
States, prices so far are higher than 
$1.80; how about $2.35 a gallon and ris-
ing? 

Vice President GORE, now touting his 
risky scheme to cut gas taxes, seems to 
forget that in 1993 he cast the tie- 
breaking vote to increase gas taxes, 
adding to the tax burden of seniors and 
working families in this country. 

When it comes to keeping gas prices 
reasonable, the Clinton-Gore adminis-
tration has failed the American people; 
and now, unfortunately, the American 
people are paying at the pump for this 
administration’s mistake. 

f 

SUPREME COURT DECISIONS 
CONFUSING AMERICA 

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. TRAFICANT. Madam Speaker, 
the courts have struck again. First, it 
is now perfectly legal to jab scissors 
into the brain of a full-term baby being 
delivered until the baby dies; second, 
Internet pornography is now perfectly 
legal, even for kids. 

Think about it. The courts have 
ruled Communists can work in our de-
fense plants, full-term babies can be 
killed, pornography, even for kids, is 
legal; but you cannot pray in school. 

Beam me up. No wonder America is 
confused and screwed up. 

I yield back the brains of these 
judges that evidently they have been 
sitting on for a long time. 
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